
The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

My dear Friends, 

When I was growing up in Llandaff there were a group of us boys who had gone to Llandaff City School and the 
Bishop of Llandaff School who were active as choristers and altar servers in Llandaff Cathedral (It was only boys 
allowed in those days!) When we first learned our role as servers we were assigned a weekday low mass at 
7.30am, I did every Wednesday. In addition to assisting at the altar we were expected to read the lesson. For 
some, this was an ordeal as we had to grapple with some difficult names and complicated passages beyond the 
usual reading matter of an eleven year old! It was however a good discipline. From that era I know of five boys 
who have gone on to be ordained priests, two becoming Archdeacons and one a Canon.  

It is of course an honour and privilege to be called to such Ministry and a humbling experience to return to the 
Cathedral in a very different role from singing in the choir and acting as an acolyte. It is also heartwarming to 
chat to older members there who take delight in telling me that they remember me as a youngster and recall 
those long gone days. They are very kind and nevertheless listen when I now from time to time preach in the 
Cathedral. 

Our Gospel reading from St Luke Chapter 4 this Sunday recalls Jesus returning to his home town where he was 
brought up from infancy. At Nazareth in Galilee he was known as Joseph’s son. A local carpenter would have 
been well known and respected and his son might have been expected to follow in that skill and trade. However 
it is apparent from the Gospel that Jesus was already well known as a teacher of the faith in many synagogues 
throughout the country. He had already achieved a reputation as inspiring preacher and was widely praised.  

At that time a visiting rabbi might be invited at the main Sabbath service to read from the law and the prophets 
and give a benediction. The scriptures would be read in Hebrew and then translated into Aramaic, the language 
of the ordinary folk. Any member of the congregation could give an exposition of the readings but precedence 
was given to priests and Levites, other officials of the worshipping community. This was the context that Jesus 
spoke in his home synagogue. He reads a passage from the prophet Isaiah ‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ His 
listeners would have been familiar with this scripture but they may well have been amazed at Jesus’ brief 
comment, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing’. They would have inferred from this that Jesus 
who they knew as a local lad was now to be seen as a prophet, to some they may even then thought, could this 
be the Messiah? 

As we look back today on these first steps in our Lord’s earthly ministry let us pray that whatever role either lay 
or ordained we are called to perform in the Church and Community we serve, we may do so in a way that we 
may be seen to follow in his example of spreading the Good News in words and action.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


